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Global Biodiversity Information Facility Secretariat

Dr. Javier Beltran

Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales

Av. Angel Gallardo 470

C1405DJR - Buenos Aires

Argentina




Tuesday, July 08, 2003

Dear Dr. Beltran,

The scientific review of the GBIF Request for Proposals for the DIGIT 2003 Work Program is complete. Each proposal was independently reviewed by three reviewers and was then considered by the five members of the scientific review panel, which met in Madrid, Spain, June 6-8. Thirty-six full proposals, requesting more than US$1.6 million, were reviewed. The review panel rated 34 of the 36 proposals of high scientific value and deserving of funding if funds were available. Unfortunately, we only have enough money to be able to support about half of the applications.

It is my pleasure to inform you that we will be able to fund your application in the amount of  $50000US which is the maximum allowable under the current RFP.

I have attached, for your information, the review panel’s report and the individual reviewer’s comments on your proposal.

As part of the process for setting up the granting letter to your host organization, we need the following information which will be included in the granting letter:

1) Confirm that you are still willing and able to undertake the work as described in your application.

2) Data developed through this project should be made publicly available either as the data are digitized or no later than two months after the GBIF funding ends. Please certify that you agree to comply with this requirement. It is recommended that this be accomplished through the installation of DIGIR provider software as described in the GBIF data architecture document.

3) Provide the Secretariat with five to ten lines of text that describe the goals of your project and identify what data the project will make publicly available. We will put this information on the GBIF website, in a special section devoted to the seed money awards.

4) Identify your preferred start date for undertaking this project, and the date by which you will complete the project. Please observe however that the funds have to be fully used no later than by the end of 2004. 

5) For accounting purposes, GBIF will provide the seed money through a short granting letter to an appropriate institution (preferably the institution at which the lead investigator for the project is employed). In order for us to develop this letter please provide:

a. the name and contact information of the institution that will hold the grant

b. the name and contact information of the person at that institution who will be responsible for administering the grant.

c.  The full and detailed bank information that is required to transfer the grant to the account of the institution. Please observe that GBIF Secretariat will prefer electronic transfer instead of sending a check (include SWIFT code or Routing Number as well as the account number, name, and address of the bank). (If the grant administrator prefers not to include the account information in your response, he/she can send the account information separately.)

6) The proposed plan for funding of the project will be a transfer of 60% of the total seed-money about three weeks after having concluded the granting letter. 

7) Payment of the remaining 40% of the total seed-money will take place half-way through the project and is contingent upon GBIF receiving a short mid-term e-mail report (one to two pages) that documents adequate progress toward completing the goals of the project. Therefore, at this time we ask you to:

a. Indicate the appropriate date for the midterm report. This date will be confirmed in the granting letter.

b. Identify the milestones that you expect to have been able to meet by the mid-point of your project. Please note that if there is a significant shortfall in your meeting these milestones, then GBIF reserves the right to cancel the seed money grant and not provide the remaining funding. 

8) A Final Project Report that documents the accomplishments of the overall project,  including lessons learned, any recommended ‘Best Practices’ in digitization, will be due within two months of the end of the project.

a. Therefore you will need to indicate the appropriate date for this report

b. The final report should include an accounting of expenditures signed by the institutional Head of Accounting confirming that the grant has been spent in agreement with the conditions laid out in the granting letter. 

In order to quickly facilitate the development of these granting letters, we would request your response to this letter be received at the GBIF Secretariat no later than Aug. 1. Note that this letter and your response to it will become part of the granting letter. 

Unfortunately, I will be out of the office until July 28 and will not be able to respond to any questions. During this period queries can be directed to:

Anne Mette Nielsen

GBIF Secretariat

Universitetsparken 15

DK-2100 Copenhagen

Denmark

Tel.: +45 3532 1481

Fax: +45 3532 1480

E-mail: AnMNielsen@gbif.org

Congratulations on an excellent proposal. We look forward to developing the contract with you and we are looking forward to seeing the results that your project will generate. 

Sincerely,

Larry Speers

Senior Program Officer

Digitization of natural History Collections

Global Biodiversity Information Facility

Universitetsparken 15

DK-2100 Copenhagen Ø

Denmark

Phone +45 35 32 14 75

Fax +45 35 32 14 80

E-mail: lspeers@gbif.org
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